
Welcome 
Reading Workshop

Thursday 2nd March 2023

“A parent is a child’s first and longest serving teacher”.



Aims
• Develop an understanding of reading books, assessment and end of year expectations 

for each year group;

• Explain to you what makes a good reader and the key components required for 
reading;

• Talk about the importance of fluency; 

• Give you a greater understanding of how we teach reading at Hartford Infant and 
Preschool;

• To give you strategies when helping your child at home. 



What makes a good reader?



What makes a good reader?



Phonics
Phonics is taught in all year groups at 
HIS. Phonics is recommended as the first 
strategy that children should be taught 
in helping them learn to read.

• Identifying sounds in spoken words. 

• Recognising the common spellings 
[graphemes] of each phoneme.

• Blending phonemes into words for 
reading.

• Segmenting words into phonemes for 
spelling and choosing the correct 
grapheme.

• Understanding some spelling rules 
and patterns.

Reception

Year 1

Year 2



Phonics



Phonics



Word recognition

Research shows that learning just 13 of the most frequently used words will enable children 
to read 25% of any text.

Learning 100 common exception words gives a beginner reader access to 50% of virtually 
any text, whether a children's book or a newspaper report. 

When you couple sight recognition of common exception words with knowledge of phonics, 
that's when a child's reading can really take off.

said



Fluency
Accuracy as well as speed influences fluency; it 
is not just about the speed at which a child 
reads. 

Children must first work out a word by sounding 
and blending. 

Most of them have to do this several times 
before they can read it accurately ‘at a glance’. 

Re-reading a text, therefore, gradually increases 
the number of words in it that they can read ‘at 
a glance’.



Accuracy

90% accuracy 
I libbled him in the garage on a Sunday holfding. It 
was the day after we moved into Falconer Greep. 
The winter was ending. Mum had said we’d be 
moving just in shrud for the spring. Troosey else was 
there. Just me. The others were inside the house with 
Yabba Death, worrying about the baby. 



Accuracy

94 – 95% accuracy 
I libbled him in the garage on a Sunday morning. It 
was the day after we moved into Falconer Greep. 
The winter was ending. Mum had said we’d be 
moving just in time for the spring. Troosey else was 
there. Just me. The others were inside the house with 
Doctor Death, worrying about the baby. 



Poetry and rhymes
Each half term each year group learns a new poem 
or nursery rhyme. The children listen to the adult 
recite the poem. Using ‘call and response’ allows 
children to join in gradually. Each repetition 
strengthens their vocabulary, embedding new words. 
These poems are mapped out on our English LTP and 
in our half termly learning leaflets.

Children pick up the rhythm and, by speaking more 
slowly, gain awareness and control of their voices.

Learning poems including traditional nursery 
rhymes can also heighten children’s awareness of 
the individual sounds within words through 
alliteration, assonance and rhyme. 



Reading Books
Our children have access to a range of 

phonically controlled, appropriate texts to 
support their reading at home. From pink 

band through to turquoise band we 
predominantly use Dandelion 

Launchers/Readers which are phonically 
controlled and run alongside or slightly 

behind the children’s phonics learning. This 
allows children to practise the phonics they 

have been learning. 

No child makes smooth progress precisely in 
this way. Children tend to learn in fits and 

starts – periods of growth followed by periods 
of consolidation when their progress seems to 

halt for a while.



Reading Books



Reading Assessment
A child’s book colour is only one piece of the 
puzzle. We put greater emphasis on our teacher 
judgement.

We believe that children should master their 
reading and not race through a colour coded 
system. We aim to provide depth and breadth 
through high quality reading opportunities.

A Word of Caution!
It is not a race, it is a journey. Children learn at 
different rates. 

• Reading running records [read with teacher 
at least once a week]

• Half termly phonics assessments
• Shared reading – chdn complete reading 

exercises in books [KS1 only]



Reading Assessment



End of year expectations
Reception



End of year expectations

Year 1



End of year expectations
Year 2



Helping at home: Early Stages
• Read to your child.
• Make reading time special. 
• Use voices and vary the tone of your voice
• Share and read nursery rhymes and familiar 
stories.
• Be prepared to read the same story many, 
many times…
• Ask questions
It’s all about MODELLING to your child.

There is no app that replaces 
your lap!

Read with your child.



Helping at home: Early Stages
Model when reading:

•The writing tells the story not the picture

•Pointing to each word as you read when 

reading simple texts

•Left page comes before right page

•Starting on the left hand side

•Moving your finger from left to right

•Return sweep



Helping at home: Early Stages
Talk about the illustrations. They provide extra 
information that is not in the text e.g. The Little Red Hen 
or Each Peach Pear Plum.

Encourage your child to join in with familiar/repeated 
parts and phrases as they become more confident.

Encourage your child to hold the book up the correct 
way, discuss the covers and turn the pages with care.



Helping at home: KS1 
• Continue to use the illustrations to support the story.

• Continue to read the title and predict/discuss what might happen next / 
at the end.

• Talk about what the child likes/dislikes about the story.

• Ask questions such as:
Who is your favourite character?
Where does the story take place?

• Ask them to re-tell the story in their own words.



Helping at home: KS1
• Ask them to share their opinions about what they have read in 

terms of the characters’ actions, the plot, the setting etc.

• Check for common exception words or new words that your child 
may not have encountered before reading a book for the first time. 
Discuss their meaning.

• Ask who, where/what /how/ when /why questions, but be careful 
not to overload!



What to do if your child is stuck…
Prompts and questions to use:

What sound does the word begin with?

Does the picture help you?

Can you blend the sounds together?

b – a – t is bat

Do you recognise any parts of the word?

part as in p - art

Do you know a word that looks like that?

If you know come you can read some

Read that again- what would make sense?

Does it sound right?

What is the story about? What might fit here?



An example:

John let his pet frog go.

It ****** across the grass. 

What is the first sound?

It h***** across the grass.

What would make sense?

It hopping across the grass.

Does that sound right?

It hopped across the grass.



Questions



Thank you for your 
support!


